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progress during his reign; and in 1889 a na-
tional constitution was promulgated. For
present emperor see HIROHITO.

Miklas, Wilhelm (1872- ), President
of Austria. After serving as president of Par-
liament, he succeeded Dr. Michael Hainisch
as chief executive of the republic in 1928. He
was re-elected in 1931. He continued in office
until union with Germany, 1938, terminated
his presidency.

Milan, city, Italy, capital of Milan prov-
ince, The center of the city is occupied by
its chief glory, the famous Cathedral, built
of white marble, commenced in 1386 and com-
pleted under Napoleon i. The Church of Sant'
Ambrogio dates from the 4th century. The
Dominican church of Santa Maria delle Grazie
contains Leonardo da Vinci's Last Slipper. The
Ambrosian libary, founded by Cardinal Bor-
romeo, contains 200,000 volumes, besides
8,300 manuscripts. Among its theatres, the
famous Teatro dclla Scala is of world-wide
renown. It is the leading financial city of
Italy and the center of the Italian book
trade and of music. In A.D. 303 the Em-
peror Maximian L made Milan the capital
of Northern Italy. The city was ravaged
by Attila the Hun in 452; and in 476 the
Gothic king Odoacer made it his residence.
Having been held by Spain (1545) and
Austria (1714), it was occupied by Napo-
leon Bonaparate in 1796, who made it the
capital of the kingdom of Italy in 1805; p.
1,219,000. Bombed by the Allies in 1943.

Milan IV, (1864-1901), king of Serbia,
was born in Jassy, Roumania. On the as-
sassination of his uncle, Prince Michael
Obrenovitch (1868), he succeeded to the
throne under a regency and in 1872 was de-
clared of age and assumed the government.
He declared war against Turkey (1876), and
obtained the independence of Serbia, being
proclaimed king (1882); abdicated, 1889,

Milazzo, or Melazzo (ancient Mylce), sea-
port, Sicily. Its harbor is used as a place
of refuge, vessels drawing 20 ft. of water
being able to enter; p. 16,000.

Mildew, a general name used to include a
number of minute fungi which attack a
great variety of plants. The True or Pow-
dery Mildews, belonging to the family
Erysiphacacae, attach themselves to many
plants of economic value, as the apple, pear,
grape, cherry, hops, wheat. The False or
Downy Mildews are internal parasites be-
longing to the family Peronosporacese.

Mile, a terrestrial measure of length, de-
rived from the Roman wffliare, which con-

tained 1,000 paces (mille passuum) of 5
Roman feet each, the pace being the length
of the step made by one foot. The present
English statute mile, adopted also in the
United States, was denned by an act passed
in the 35th year of the reign of Elizabeth
(1593) to be '8 furlongs of 40 perches of
i6J/2 feet each', 1,760 yards of 3 feet each,
or 5,280 feet. The geographical or nautical
mile is the 6oth part of a degree of the
Equator (= 1.151 English statute miles), or
2,0:6 yards 2 feet, and is employed by
mariners of all nations.
Miles, Nelson Appleton (1839-1925),
American soldier, was born in Westminster,
Mass. He served for many years in the
West, and played a conspicuous part in nu-
merous wars with the Indians. In 1894 he
commanded the U. S. troops under Presi-
dent Cleveland, and suppressed the rail-
road strike riots in Chicago and the Middle
West; and from 1895 until his retirement in
August, 1903, he was the commanding gen-
eral of the U. S. Army. During the Spanish-
American War of 1898 he commanded in
person the forces in Cuba, and took posses-
sion of Porto Rico.
Milesians, another name for the Scots, the
last of the prehistoric invaders of Ireland,
from an assumed eponymous ancestor Miles-
ius, whose name is a modification of Miles,
a Latin translation of the Celtic Gulam.
Milesian Tales, the name for the brief,
scurrilous anecdotes common at Miletus and
in Asia Minor during the ist century B.C.
Miletus, anciently the most flourishing city
of Ionia, in Asia Minor. Its chief trade was
in woolen fabrics and furniture. Its peo-
ple early founded nearly fourscore colonies
on the Black Sea and in the Crimea; sent
merchant fleets to every part of the Medi-
terranean, and even into the Atlantic; and
maintained an obstinate war with the early
Lydian kings, until Croesus was at length
acknowledged as their master. After the
conquest of Lydia by the elder Cyrus,
Miletus submitted to Persia; but in 500 B.C.
it was stirred up to rebellion against the Per-
sians. Six years later Darius beseiged the
city, stormed it, plundered it, massacred
most of its inhabitants, and banished the
survivors to the mouth of the Tigris. After-
ward the city was rebuilt, but never re-
gained its former importance.
Milford, seaport town, Wales. Engineer-
ing, shipbuilding, and fishing are the chief
industries; p. 10,116,
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